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The Forest Service is inviting public comments on 
possible management changes to Elk Park Road 
(Forest Service Road 314). Elk Park Road is an 
approximately 4-mile long route that provides 
motorized access to the Elk Park area and Elk 
Park Trailhead. It is popular as a quickly 
accessed, short motorized jeep/OHV route and 
used in the fall hunting seasons.  

Extensive erosion, deep incision, and rutting are 
common management challenges along the road 
and are mainly caused by the road’s location, 
lack of engineered design, and erodible soils. 
Much of the road south of the Bear Trail is not 
passable to most passenger vehicles due to its 
rough condition. Approximately 1.2 miles out of 
1.8 miles of this section are within 100 feet of a 
stream and the majority it is on a steep fall-line. 
User-created alternate routes that avoid some of 
the roughest sections are, in places, trespassing 
across private property.  

North of the road’s intersection with the Bear 
Trail, off-route motorized travel is causing 
wetland and soil impacts, and stream crossings 
are adding sediment to streams. However, 
there are options for improving the northern 
section in its current location to reduce 
resource impacts. In contrast, there are 
numerous challenges to improving the 
southern section of the road because it is on a 
steep fall-line adjacent to streams. This limits 
options for installing drainage features. 
Topography, easements through private land, 
and the Colorado Roadless Rule limit road 
relocation possibilities. 
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Project Purpose: Address adverse impacts to soil and water resources along Elk Park Road. 

Example of 4 to 5 foot incision on Elk 

Park Road. 



Thank you for your interest in the project and management of the National Forest. 

The Hahns Peak/Bears Ears Ranger District is requesting your input on the Elk Park Road Project.  

As we evaluate management options for the road, we invite your suggestions and any additional 
information of which we may be unaware. Comments and ideas received will be considered during 
the development of potential management options. This is the first opportunity to provide input on 
the project. We anticipate an environmental assessment (EA) will disclose the effects of 
management options to assist the District Ranger to determine the best way to manage the road. 

Please submit comments by June 23, 2017 via one of the following options: 

Email: 

comments-rm-medicine-bow-routt-hahns-peak-bears-ears@fs.fed.us with “Elk Park Road 
Project” in the subject line. 

Mail or hand delivery:  

Hahns Peak/Bears Ears Ranger District 
Attention: Elk Park Road Project 
925 Weiss Drive 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 

Additional project information is available at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=50837. 

Anticipated Timeline and Planning Process: 

 Public scoping (current phase) and additional scoping as needed. 

 Draft EA available for public comment (Fall/Winter 2017/2018). 

 Final EA available for public review (Winter/Spring 2018). 

 Final Decision (Spring/Summer 2018). 

For many years, the Forest Service has considered 
multiple management options to address resource 
concerns while trying to maintain motorized access to Elk 
Park, including alternative routes originating from Routt 
County Road 36.  However, these options are not viable 
due to Colorado Roadless Rule restrictions. Additional 
challenges to developing management options, include: 

Given the above information, what ideas do you have? 

 Topographic, Colorado Roadless Area, and land 

ownership limitations on rerouting the road. 

 Topographic, soil, and road location limitations on 

sustainable road improvements. 

 Costs associated with road improvements and 

maintenance. 

 Limited options with existing road easements. 

 Topographic and land ownership limitations on trailhead 

construction. 

Example of incision and 

rutting on Elk Park Road. 
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